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HEALTH CARE REFORM TALKING POINTS 

President Obama is committed to supporting meaningful health care reform that:

• Reduces costs for families, businesses and government; 
• Protects people’s choice of doctors, hospitals and health plans; and 
• Assures affordable, quality health care for all Americans.

Democrats are committed to supporting health care reform legislation this year that pro​tects what works about health care and fixes what’s broken. Health care reform cannot wait another year. For American families, the status quo is unacceptable. 

The Problem: 
American families and small businesses are being crushed by sky-rocketing health care costs and they are losing the choices they value most. Every day in America: 

• Families are forced to choose a different doctor because their employer can no longer afford the old plan. They continue to see their health plan benefits erode because they can’t keep up with higher premiums, co-pays and deductibles.

• People decide to skip a doctor’s visit or medication that they know they need because they can’t afford the payment.

• As health care costs increase, American families are losing the very parts of their health care that they value most – their choice of doctors, hospitals, and insurance plans; their choice of treatments; and the security and stability that comes from knowing that they are covered if anything goes wrong. 

The Solution: Reform that assures quality, affordable health care for all Americans 

The President is committed to health care reform that guarantees Americans their health care choice. President Obama has consistently said that if a family likes what they have, they will be able to keep it. The President will support health care reform that builds on the existing employer-based system but also supports providing Americans with the option for public health insurance operating alongside private plans. This would provide a better range of choices, make the health care market more competitive, and keep insurance com​panies honest.

Democrats will support health care reform that builds on and strengthens the existing employer-based system while:

• Assuring quality, affordable health care for all Americans

• Taking on the status quo to make sure that Americans are not denied coverage because of a pre-existing medical condition
• Offering insurance security for Americans who lose their job or want to switch jobs 
• Offering Americans who want insurance, but can’t afford it, help that will allow them to purchase the quality, affordable health care that is so important!

