Healthcare Reform: What You Can Do
“I think it [healthcare] should be a right for every American. In a country as wealthy as ours, for us to have people who are going bankrupt because they can’t pay their medical bills… there’s something fundamentally wrong with that.” –President Obama

"I agree with you, I want to do it, now make me do it." –President Roosevelt
It is time to make President Obama and Congress pass comprehensive healthcare reform that will provide quality, affordable healthcare for all.  There is only one way to do this: support an honest and robust public option.  President Obama would like healthcare reform to be ready to sign in October, meaning that the legislation will be written in the next 30-60 days.  It is not enough to support whatever bill comes out of the Senate Finance Committee; we must work to shape this legislation.  You may be asking yourself what you can do to help.  Here are the activities that are going on and need your help:

1. Write a letter to your senators/congressman and the Senate Finance Committee Members – See the letter “one-pager” for  a template for the letter, although you should feel free to add whatever additional information you like.  Make sure to include your name and address.  

2. Call your senators/congressman and the Senate Finance Committee Members
1. Phone Script: I am calling to ask (Senator or Representative ______) to support health care reform that guarantees quality, affordable health care for everyone. I want a choice: to be able to keep my private insurance, or join a robust and honest public health insurance plan option based on a family’s ability to pay. I also want rules to regulate the insurance industry so that health coverage would actually be there when I need it. I urge _________________ to support a robust and honest public option.

2. Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC): (202) 224-6342
3. Senator Richard Burr (R-NC): (202) 224-3154
4. Senator Max Baucus (Chairperson, Senate Finance Comm.): (202) 224-2651

5. Representative GK Butterfield (D-NC): (202) 225-3101

6. Representative Sue Myrick (R-NC): (202) 225-1976

3. Write a letter to the editor
1. Durham Herald Sun (250 word limit; include name, address, daytime phone or email)

1. Email to: RLANDFRIED@heraldsun.com
2. On-line: http://heraldsun.southernheadlines.com/opinion/
2. Raleigh News & Observer: (300 word limit; include name, address, daytime phone, and a signed letter)
1. Email:  forum@newsobserver.com
Fax: (919) 829-4872

2. Mail: The People’s Forum, PO Box 191, Raleigh, NC 27602

3. The Chapel Hill Newspaper: (300 word limit; include name, address, daytime phone, & a signed letter)
1. Email: editor@nando.com
Fax: (919) 968-4953

2. Mail: Editor, The Chapel Hill News, 505 W. Franklin St., Chapel Hill, NC 27516

4. Volunteer to coordinate an event – We need volunteers to coordinate activities such as phone banking, canvassing, and tabling at different locations (Farmers Market, Juneteenth, etc.).  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Kathy Murray at kmurray49@hotmail.com or Michael Pearlmutter at mpearlmutter@gmail.com.  
5. Participate in a Service Project on the Day of Service – June 27 will be a national day of service.  Individuals are encouraged to sign up for service projects at www.barackobama.com or suggest projects of interest.  
6. Attend “Organizing for America” Listening Tour – 7pm on July 7 at St Jospeh’s AME Church, 2521 Fayetteville St in Durham.  Sign up at http://my.barackobama.com/page/event/detail/gpcjlf
