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How to Apply for Health Choice for Children 


N.C. Health Choice is available only to those children who do not 


qualify for Medicaid. There is not a separate application for Health Choice. All children who are not eligible for Medicaid are evaluated for Health Choice. 





Applying in Person 


You may apply at the �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/local/index.htm"��Durham Department of Social Services (DSS)�.  If possible, take the items listed below with you when you go to the DSS office to apply. If you do not have some or all of these items, please apply anyway, because it is very important to protect your application date. The DSS can assist you in obtaining these items and information.





  Certified birth certificates or other proof of citizenship/alien status for each individual applying for Medicaid/NCHC 


  Identity documents for each individual applying for Medicaid/NCHC 


  Social security cards, social security numbers, or proof that you have made an application for a number from the Social Security Office, for each individual applying for Medicaid or NCHC 


  A copy of all pay stubs for last month 


  Copies of all medical or life insurance policies 


  A list of all cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats, etc. you or anyone in your household own, including the year, make, model, and vehicle identification number (VIN) for each item 


  Most recent bank statements 


  A list of all real property you own 


  Current financial statements/award letters from other sources of income, such as social security, retirement benefits, pensions, veteran benefits, and child support. 





If You are Unable to Apply in Person at the DSS office


You may also print and mail completed �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/medicaid/applications.htm"��Medicaid and Health Choice Applications� to your �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/local/index.htm"��local DSS office�. Or you may call and ask that an application form be mailed to you. If you are disabled, a county representative may be able to make a home visit to assist you with the application process.  Faxed applications and applications received over the internet are not acceptable.





Information obtained from:


http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/index.htm





What is Health Choice for Children 


North Carolina Health Choice (NCHC) for Children is a free or reduced price comprehensive health care program for children. If your family makes too much money to qualify for �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/medicaid/index.htm"��Medicaid� but too little to afford rising health insurance premiums, your child(ren) may qualify for NCHC. 





What does NCHC cover? 


NCHC covers hospitalization and outpatient care including the following:


  Physician and clinic services 


  Laboratory and radiology services 


  Surgical services 


  Prescription drugs 


  Dental services 


  Vision 


  Hearing 


  Durable medical equipment and supplies such as wheelchairs 


  Physical therapy, occupational therapy and therapy for individuals with speech, hearing and language disorders 


  Hospice care 


  Home health care (limited) 


  Inpatient mental health services (requires precertification) 


  Outpatient mental health services (requires precertification after 26 outpatient visits per year) 


  Inpatient substance abuse treatment and outpatient substance abuse treatment (requires precertification) 


Special needs children with chronic mental or physical conditions or illness may receive services beyond those listed above if the services are medically necessary (requires precertification).




































































































































































Health Choice Contacts 


  �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/ocs/"��CARE-LINE Information and Referral Service�: 1-800-662-7030 (English, Spanish), or, (919) 855-4400 in Wake County (24 hours, 7 days a week).  





  If you have questions about �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/apply.htm"��How to Apply� or �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/who.htm"��eligibility�, call �HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/local/index.htm"�� Durham County Department of Social Services (DSS)� at (919) 560-8000 or visit at 220 E. Main St., PO Box 810 , Durham, NC 27702-0810 





  �HYPERLINK "http://www.bcbsnc.com/"��Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina�: If you have any questions about the North Carolina Health Choice for Children benefits or your ID card, call 1-800-422-4658, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 





(�HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/who.htm"��a�) For each additional family member add $624 a month 


(�HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/who.htm"��b�) For each additional family member add $468 per month





Once a child has been covered under this plan, if your family economic conditions change so that the child is no longer eligible, but you want the child to continue in the program, you may be allowed to purchase the plan at full premium for one year.





Family Size 





             200% (�HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/who.htm"��a�) 





             150% (�HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/healthchoice/who.htm"��b�) 





 





Monthly Income 





Annual Income 





Monthly Income 





Annual Income 





1





$1,805 





$21,660





$1,354





$16,245





     2





$2,429  





$29,140





$1,822





$21,855





3





$3,052  





$36,620





$2,289





$27,465





4





$3,675 





$44,100  





$2,757





$33,075  





5





$4,299  





$51,580





$3,224  





$38,685





6





$4,922  





$59,060 





$3,692  





$44,295





7





$5,545  





$66,540  





$4,159





$49,905  





8





$6,169





$74,020





$4,627





$55,515  





Income Limits: Health Choice for Children (Effective April 2009) 





Who is eligible for Health Choice for Children?


Your family’s monthly income must be equal to or less than 200% of the federal income limits. 





If your family’s monthly income is slightly over the income limits listed below, your child(ren) may still be eligible. There are deductions for child care and a $90 work-related expense deduction for each family member who works. 





Enrollment Fees


If your monthly income is above the 150% poverty level, there is an enrollment fee of $50 for one child or $100 for two or more children. 





If your monthly income is at or below the 150% poverty level, there is no enrollment fee. 


 





Co-Pays


If your monthly income is above the 150% of poverty level, there are co-pays: 


$20 for non-emergency emergency room use 


$5 per physician or dental visit.   


Prescription drugs: $1 for a generic drug, $1 for a brand drug for which no generic is available, and $10.00 for brand drug for which there is a generic available. 


If your monthly income is 150% of poverty and below, you only have co-pays for prescription drugs: $1 for a generic drug, $1 for a brand drug for which no generic is available, and $3.00 for brand drug for which there is a generic available. 








